BEFORE
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF
SOUTH CAROLINA
DOCKET NO. 2021-21-C - ORDER NO. 2021-706
OCTOBER 26, 2021
IN RE: Application of Horry Telephone Cooperative,
Inc. for Designation as an Eligible

Telecommunications Carrier in Certain

) ORDER AMENDING

)

)
Census Blocks in Georgetown and Marion )

)

)

)

ORDER NO. 2021-407

Counties for Purposes of Receiving Federal
Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (“RDOF")
Phase I Support
L INTRODUCTION
This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina
(“Commission”) on the Motion of Horry Telephone Cooperative, Inc. ("HTC") for the
Public Service Commission of South Carolina ("Commission") to amend its Order No.
2021-407 issued in the above-captioned proceeding on June 3, 2021. This request is made
pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-9-1180.
II. FACTS AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY
By its Application dated January 6, 2021, in the above-captioned proceeding, HTC
requested designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier ("ETC") in the State of
South Carolina for certain eligible census blocks that had been provisionally awarded to
HTC as a winner in the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund ("RDOF") Phase I auction ("RDOF
Auction"). As a winning bidder in the RDOF Auction, HTC was provisionally awarded
RDOF Phase I support by the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") to serve

certain unserved census blocks in South Carolina. The FCC requires recipients of RDOF
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Phase I support to be designated as ETCs in the census blocks where support will be
received.

By Order No. 2021-407, the Commission designated HTC as an ETC in two
hundred seventy-four (274) eligible census blocks ("CBs" in the twenty-one (21) census
block groups ("CBGs") identified in Exhibit B to the Order where HTC was provisionally
awarded RDOF Phase I support. Prior to participating in the RDOF Auction, in an effort
to pursue all available federal funding opportunities to expand broadband service to
unserved areas of South Carolina, HTC applied for a ReConnect grant from the United
States Department of Agriculture ("USDA"). HTC submitted its ReConnect application on
April 1, 2020.

In June 2021, HTC was informed that it would receive a ReConnect grant and was
authorized to announce such grant award on August 11, 2021.

III. DISCUSSION

There are overlapping census blocks where HTC will receive ReConnect funds that
overlap with RDOF funded areas. These are mutually exclusive programs, and HTC may
only take funding under one or the other program. Since the ReConnect funds effectively
pay for more project costs than RDOF funds, HTC wants to give up the census blocks that
would have been covered under the RDOF, but will instead be funded by ReConnect funds.

IV.  FINDINGS OF FACT

4 HTC is seeking to amend the census blocks in which it originally sought

ETC designation for RDOF purposes.



DOCKET NO. 2021-21-C — ORDER NO. 2021-706
OCTOBER 26, 2021
PAGE 3

2. As illustrated in the revised Exhibits A, B, and C to the Motion,! HTC will
relinquish ETC designation in 205 of the original 274 census blocks ordered for ETC
designation in Order No. 2021-407.

3. HTC will continue to retain ETC designation in 69 census blocks.

V. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission may exercise its authority under S.C. Code Ann. Section
58-9-1180 to amend its Order No. 2021-407 to reflect only the 69 census blocks for which
HTC will retain an ETC designation.

VI. ORDERING PROVISIONS

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. Order No. 2021-407 is hereby amended to reflect only the 69 census blocks
for which HTC will retain an ETC designation.

2% The area and census blocks to be served are to be as illustrated in Order
Exhibit 1 to this Order.

3. This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the
Commission.

i BY“‘E}RDER OF THE COMMISSION:

\\Q‘iﬁf@ h;%/

..m.-—-"’"

! Attached to this order jointly as Order Exhibit 1.
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EXHIBIT A

Census Block Groups and Census Blocks Withdrawn from RDOF Phase 1
Due to Overlap with ReConnect Funding

CENSUS BLOCK GROUPS AND NUMBER OF LOCATIONS:

Block ID Area State County Number of Locations
450439201003 SC Georgetown County 566
450439202011 SC Georgetown County 9
450439202014 SC Georgetown County 1
450439204001 SC Georgetown County 422
450439208001 SC Georgetown County 79
450439208002 SC Georgetown County 67
450679505003 SC Marion County 138
450679505004 SC Marion County 15
450679505005 SC Marion County 172
450679506001 SC Marion County 410

ELIGIBLE CENSUS BLOCKS WITHIN THE CENSUS BLOCK GROUPS (L.E. CENSUS
BLOCKS FOR WHICH HTC SEEKS ETC DESIGNATION):

Census_id Block_id State County
450439201003 450439201003001 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003002 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003003 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003006 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003007 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003008 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003010 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003016 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003019 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003020 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003022 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003023 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003024 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003025 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003027 SC Georgetown
450439201003 450439201003028 SC Georgetown
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Census id
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439201003
450439202011
450439202011
450439202011
450439202011
450439202011
450439202011
450439202014
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001

Block id
450439201003029
450439201003030
450439201003031
450439201003035
450439201003038
450439201003039
450439201003040
450439201003041
450439201003042
450439201003043
450439201003045
450439201003046
450439201003047
450439201003048
450439201003049
450439201003050
450439201003051
450439201003052
450439201003054
450439201003056
450439201003057
450439202011014
450439202011033
450439202011038
450439202011040
450439202011043
450439202011044
450439202014056
450439204001006
450439204001022
450439204001023
450439204001036
450439204001045
450439204001046
450439204001056
450439204001057
450439204001060
450439204001061
450439204001067
450439204001071
450439204001073
450439204001074
450439204001078
450439204001085

State
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC

County
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
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Census_id
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439204001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001

Block_id
450439204001086
450439204001090
450439204001098
450439204001101
450439204001124
450439204001126
450439204001128
450439204001129
450439204001133
450439204001134
450439204001135
450439204001139
450439204001140
450439204001141
450439204001142
450439204001143
450439204001144
450439204001145
450439204001146
450439204001150
450439204001153
450439204001155
450439204001157
450439204001158
450439204001160
450439204001162
450439204001164
450439204001173
450439204001180
450439204001194
450439204001199
450439204001206
450439208001006
450439208001011
450439208001012
450439208001013
450439208001018
450439208001025
450439208001027
450439208001028
450439208001029
450439208001030
450439208001042
450439208001044

State
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC

County
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
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Census_id
450439208001
450439208001
450439208001
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450439208002
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505003
450679505004
450679505004
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005

Block_id
450439208001045
450439208001046
450439208001047
450439208002012
450439208002022
450439208002029
450439208002030
450439208002031
450439208002035
450439208002036
450439208002038
450439208002050
450439208002051
450439208002065
450439208002066
450439208002067
450439208002068
450439208002148
450439208002149
450439208002195
450439208002218
450679505003022
450679505003024
450679505003025
450679505003027
450679505003031
450679505003043
450679505003044
450679505003045
450679505003049
450679505003051
450679505003052
450679505003053
450679505004043
450679505004050
450679505005030
450679505005031
450679505005032
450679505005036
450679505005041
450679505005042
450679505005043
450679505005044
450679505005045

State
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC

County
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
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Census_id
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679505005
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001

Block_id
450679505005046
450679505005047
450679505005048
450679505005049
450679505005051
450679505005053
450679505005055
450679505005057
450679505005059
450679506001002
450679506001003
450679506001004
450679506001006
450679506001008
450679506001009
450679506001011
450679506001012
450679506001016
450679506001019
450679506001023
450679506001024
450679506001028
450679506001029
450679506001031
450679506001032
450679506001034
450679506001035
450679506001037
450679506001038
450679506001040
450679506001041
450679506001042
450679506001043
450679506001044
450679506001045
450679506001046
450679506001048
450679506001050
450679506001051
450679506001052
450679506001054
450679506001055
450679506001056
450679506001057

State
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
e
SC
SC

County
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
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Census_id
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001
450679506001

Block_id
450679506001059
450679506001060
450679506001062
450679506001063
450679506001065
450679506001066
450679506001067
450679506001069
450679506001070
450679506001074
450679506001076
450679506001078
450679506001082

State
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC

County
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
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EXHIBIT B

Revised List of Census Blocks Where HTC Secks ETC Designation for RDOF Phase |
Purposes (Replaces Exhibit B to Commission Order No. 2021-407)

CENSUS BLOCK GROUPS AND NUMBER OF LOCATIONS:

Block ID Area State County Number of Locations
450439202012 SC Georgetown County 1
450439202021 SC Georgetown County 177
450439202022 SC Georgetown County 16
450439203011 SC Georgetown County 62
450439203012 SC Georgetown County 2
450439205022 SC Georgetown County 2
450439205041 SC Georgetown County

450439207003 SC Georgetown County 1
450439207004 SC Georgetown County 36
450439208003 SC Georgetown County 66
450679504003 SC Marion County 19

ELIGIBLE CENSUS BLOCKS WITHIN THE CENSUS BLOCK GROUPS (L.E. CENSUS
BLOCKS FOR WHICH HTC SEEKS ETC DESIGNATION):

Census_id Block_id State County
450439202012 450439202012006 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021002 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021003 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021005 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021011 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021012 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021013 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021014 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021016 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021020 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021021 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021024 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021034 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021052 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021053 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021067 SC Georgetown
450439202021 450439202021078 SC Georgetown
450439202022 450439202022001 SC Georgetown

Exhibit B - 1
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Census id
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203011
450439203012
450439205022
450439205022
450439205041
450439205041
450439207003
450439207004
450439207004
450439207004
450439207004
450439207004
450439207004
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003
450439208003

Block id
450439203011043
450439203011044
450439203011057
450439203011093
450439203011097
450439203011109
450439203011127
450439203011133
450439203011145
450439203011147
450439203011148
450439203011150
450439203011151
450439203011173
450439203012023
450439205022051
450439205022067
450439205041058
450439205041061
450439207003012
450439207004003
450439207004005
450439207004011
450439207004013
450439207004079
450439207004113
450439208003006
450439208003030
450439208003033
450439208003043
450439208003058
450439208003060
450439208003063
450439208003065
450439208003071
450439208003077
450439208003084
450439208003086
450439208003088
450439208003090
450439208003100
450439208003124
450439208003134
450439208003201
450439208003211

State
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC

County
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown

Georgetown’

Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Exhibit B - 2
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Census id
450439208003
450679504003
450679504003
450679504003
450679504003
450679504003

Block id
450439208003231
450679504003003
450679504003005
450679504003006
450679504003039
450679504003040

State
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC

County
Georgetown
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
Marion
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BRSO EXHIBIT C — Map of RDOF Phase I and ReConnect Areas

Withdrawn RDOF CBGs due to partial ReConnect overlap (light red color) or
complete ReConnect overlap (dark red color)

Maintained RDOF CBGS with no ReConnect Overlap

ReConnect portions with no RDOF Overlap

Georgetown

o .:,m

Marion

J Y P
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